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ELECTRON MICROSCOPY   IN THIS ISSUE 

Hello ASH Members and Friends, 

The first thing worth noting and that you 
may notice in this edition of the 
newsletter is that I am no longer the 
Editor! My plea for someone to step up 
and take over the newsletter was 
graciously answered by Michelle Molina; 
I am so grateful to Michelle, and I know 
she’s going to do a great job- thank you 
so much Michelle! 

The next order of business is that our 
next quarterly meeting will be July 25th 
in Tucson. We are still planning out the 
details, but please do save the date and 
plan on joining us for more wonderful 
workshops and camaraderie. I will send 
out the invite as soon as everything is 
nailed down… 

Other than that there’s only a few light 
housekeeping items. As a reminder, ASH 
membership runs from June 1st through 
May 31st annually, so if you haven’t 
renewed yet, please do so . Also, the 

annual NSH Symposium is coming up- it 
will be in Washington, D.C. this year, and 
will run from August 28th through 
September 2nd. This continues to be one 
of the best opportunities around to see 
what’s new and emerging in our field, 
and to meet with other Histotechnology 
professionals around the world, so I 
encourage you to attend if you are able. 

I hope you are all enjoying the slightly 
slower pace of summer, and that I’ll be 
seeing you in Tucson on July 25th! 

 

With Warmest Regards, 

Kate 
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A S H  2 0 1 5  S u m m e r  Q u a r t e r l y  M e e t i n g 

Saturday July 25th   

International Wildlife Museum 

4800 W Gates Pass Road 

Tucson, AZ 85745 

(520) 629-0100 

 
 
 
7:00-8:00am   
Registration 
 
8:00-9:30am 
Rabies – the Arizona Experience  
Sharon Dial, DVM, PhD  
 
10:00-11:30am  
Coccidioidomycosis (Valley Fever) – Arizona’s Disease  
Sharon Dial, DVM, PhD 
 
11:30- 12:30pm  
Lunch 
 
12:30-1:30pm  
General Membership Meeting  
 
1:30-3:00pm  
MSI Immunohistochemistry in Colon Cancer  
Judy Pugh, M.D. 
 
3:30-5:00pm  
Standardization and Validation of IHC Testing  
Beth Sheppard, MBA, HT (ASCP) 
 
Free to ASH members. The ASH membership year runs from June 1, 2015 to May 31, 
2016. Please bring a completed membership form if your membership is not current.  

Questions? alvmillerash@gmail.com 

PLEASE RSVP to alvmillerash@gmail.com 

mailto:alvmillerash@gmail.com
mailto:alvmillerash@gmail.com
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My Road to Micro 

By Michelle Molina 

For those of you that don’t know me, my name is Michelle 
Molina and I am the new editor for Cutting Lines. This is 
my story of why I am grateful for being a histotechnologist. 

It was February 2014 and I had received my HTL just two 
years prior. I thought to myself, so where do I go from 
here? Do I go into the main lab or “the mother ship” as 
most reference labs are called now, or do I stay in the 
hospital? For the 5 years prior I was the Surgical Pathology 
supervisor of a large hospital with oversight over admins, 
Surgical Pathology, Electron Microscopy and of course, the 
morgue.  

A friend had joked to me one day, “Hey! Take the MB and 
tell me if it’s hard!” I looked at him with wide eyes and 
replied, “OK!” This guy was supposed to be my mentor. 
Some other employees used to joke that we were his 
minions. I thought, “Why is he suggesting I do this?” So 
there I was, studying for 3 months to take the molecular 
certification through ASCP. I bought books and found 
online tutorials. I tried talking to people about it but, 
needless to say, I couldn’t find anyone in our system that 
had taken the test.  

See, this was the only other technical certification that is 
offered to HTLs. The studying was brutal, taking my AP 
brain and turning it clinical was like putting a monkey 
through a meat grinder. I studied and studied and finally 
came the day. I sat down in front of that computer and it 
took me the full 2.5 hours to take that test, I was sweaty 
and clammy thinking that I did not pass. I hit the EXAM 
RESULTS button… PRELIMINARY RESULT: PASS. 

I was so proud that I had done this. It was a great 
accomplishment but here’s the kicker… It doesn’t mean 
anything unless you do something with it. One day we 
were in an operations meeting when the microbiology 
manager said, we are going to hire a third supervisor for 
our evening shift. My ears perked up really quick, I sat up 
straight and I looked down the table at my director with 
the same wide eyes I had given my friend…. uh mentor, 
Gru (whatever you wanna call him) just a few months 
earlier.  

 

 

 

My background is in biochemistry and micro has always 
interested me. I just thought in my mind, “Keep your filter 
Michelle and talk to her later”. We walked out of the ops 
meeting when the filter popped off and I turned to her and 
said, “Hey! I’ll be your supervisor!” I will never forget it. 
She replied, “Heck yeah!”  

 

Photo: Surgical Pathology staff was sad to see me go 

Granted the process wasn’t easy and took several months 
but I got the job. I often joked that I took my transfer ride 
to the basement.  I got to stay in the same facility; same 
ops team and I got to remain a supervisor. How cool is 
that?  

All this came true because I became a histotechnologist.  

As for my friend, he still hasn’t taken the test….  

 

Photo: Reemerged in Micro! 
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Don’t Quote Me……. 

"Recognizing that we have the kind of blood we have because we have the kind of kidneys we have, we must acknowledge that our 
kidneys constitute the major foundation of our philosophical freedom. Only because they work the way they do has it become possible 
for us to have bones, muscles, glands and brains. Superficially, it might be said that the function of the kidney is to make urine; but in a 
more considered view one can say that the kidneys make the stuff of philosophy itself." 
---Homer Smith "From fish to philosopher" 

"This too shall pass. Just like a kidney-stone." 
---Hunter Madsen 

"There's so much pollution in the air now that if it weren't for our lungs there'd be no place to put it all." 
---Robert Orben  

 "RESPIRATOR, n. An apparatus fitted over the nose and mouth of an inhabitant of London, whereby to filter the visible universe in its 
passage to the lungs." 
---Ambrose Bierce (1842-1914), "The Devil's Dictionary", 1911 

"Aristotle was famous for knowing everything. He taught that the brain exists merely to cool the blood and is not involved in the 
process of thinking. This is true only of certain persons." 
---Will Cuppy  

"The best blood will at some time get into a fool or a mosquito." 
---Austin O'Malley 
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ASH Contact Information 

Arizona Society for Histotechnology Officers  

President Kate Bolt kateboltash@gmail.com  

Vice President Bridget Maryott bmaryottash@gmail.com  

Secretary Antonia Miller alvmillerash@gmail.com  

Treasurer Kasper Kasprzyk kaspersbeasts@gmail.com  

Region VII Director Jane Parr Jane.Parr@ucdenver.edu  

Arizona Society for Histotechnology Website: www.azhistology.net  

About Cutting Lines  

Cutting Lines is published quarterly in Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter for the Arizona Society for 
Histotechnology (ASH). The views expressed in Cutting Lines are those of the authors, and do not 
represent an official position of the Arizona Society for Histotechnology.  

Advertising and Submissions  

Advertising Rates are 
as follows: Ad Size  

Per Quarter  Per Year  

Business Card  $15  $50  

Quarter Page  $25  $90  

Half Page  $50  $190  

Full Page  $75  $285  

   

 

 For advertising, questions, or other submissions, please contact Newsletter Editor Michelle Molina at 
michelle.molina@bannerhealth.com.  

*All submissions from our members are welcome; we want to hear from you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


