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  IN THIS ISSUE 

Hello ASH Members and Friends, 

A busy and wonderful autumn is fast 
approaching! We held another excellent 
ASH quarterly meeting out at the 
International Wildlife Museum in Tucson 
on July 25th- it was so much fun, and a 
big thanks again to Safari Club 
International for helping us with such a 
cool venue for our members, Sharon 
Dial, Judy Pugh, and Beth Sheppard for 
leading excellent workshops, and to 
NSH Region VII Director Jane Parr for 
coming all the way from Colorado to 
attend. This quarterly also hosted our 
annual general membership meeting, 
where we discussed several issues and 
ideas around our membership format, 
the frequency of our meetings, 
Histotechnology programs past, 
present, and future, and the overall 
direction of our field. I appreciate the 
efforts and feedback from those of you 
that participated in the meeting, and the 
meeting minutes are included further            
into this edition of the newsletter. 

The discussion at the general 
membership meeting was valuable, but 
it was really only a starting off point- we 
still need to hear from the rest of you as 
to what membership and meeting 
formats work best for you. I realize that 
the quarterly meetings are an asset in 
many ways, providing multiple 
educational opportunities throughout 
the year, and lending the platform to 
build a sense of community; however, 
the frequency of these meetings 
presents a great challenge to the officers 
charged with planning them, as it means 
as soon as one meeting wraps, work has 
to begin on the next one immediately, if 
it hasn’t already- it means being in a 
perpetual planning state, which is 
daunting for volunteer officers who have 
full time jobs and families too, and I 
often can’t help but wonder if that’s why 
we don’t have more people willing to 
step into active roles within the society. 
I’ve also heard numerous complaints 
over the years about it being confusing  
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that we alternate years- odd years we do 
quarterly meetings, even years we do 
just one, big annual summer 
symposium; and people also seem to 
find our membership term of May 31st-
June 1st, as opposed to syncing with the 
new year, confusing. 

Many members made good suggestions 
at the meeting- one person suggested 
going to a twice a year frequency for our 
meetings, with no alternating year 
format; others of us have been thinking 
it might be beneficial to go to a big 
annual meeting every year, which is 
standard among most of the state 
societies- the benefits of going to a big 
annual are that much of the burden of 
the cost and planning can be shared by 
vendor partners who are happy to 
participate in bigger, higher attendance 
events. There is also the happy medium 
of holding to a big annual meeting, and 
holding other meetings as opportunities 
to do so arise, but not obligating us to 
those additional meetings. Whatever 
the best decision may be, it really needs 
to come from all of us; please visit the 
ASH Facebook page that VP Bridget 
Maryott brilliantly set up, or feel free to 
email any of the officers with your two 
cents. 

Last but certainly not least at our ASH 
meeting, we presented our dear former 
President, Vice President, Secretary, 
everything, Ethel Macrea, the 

President’s Lifetime Achievement 
Award. It was my great honor and 
pleasure to present this to someone as 
dedicated and accomplished as Ethel, 
whom has recently retired after over 40 
spectacular years in the field. Ethel 
helped so many fellow Histotechnology 
professionals during her career, I 
included, and while she will be sorely 
missed, she most definitely deserves a 
happy and peaceful retirement. We 
unfortunately had no other awards to 
present, as no submissions/nominations 
were received; please remember that 
you can nominate yourself, a friend, a 
co-worker- this is free money for any 
Histotechnology professional who 
deserves some recognition and needs it 

 

The annual NSH Symposium also took 
place recently in Washington, D.C. I was 
fortunate to attend and enjoyed 
excellent workshops in several aspects 
of our field, and meeting and chatting 
with fellow professionals and old friends. 
I want to thank VP Bridget Maryott, Bill 
De Salvo, Aprill Wattanabe, and Karen 
Lahti for serving in the House of 
Delegates as representatives of Arizona 
with me, and our other officers and 
members who attended the Regional 
and Membership meetings as well- 
thank you all for taking time out during 
your trip to Washington to participate in 
these important, strategic planning 
events, as they are largely what guide 

the direction our societies as supporting 
structures take.  

I think we are at a critical time right now- 
there is continuing speculation on and 
allusions to what the influx of emerging 
technology and ever-increasing 
automation hold for the future of our 
field, and we are also at somewhat of a 
changing of the guard (so to speak), with 
many whom have been in the field for as 
long as anyone can remember retiring, 
and a fairly limited supply of newer 
people trying to come into the fold. I 
encourage you all to engage and get 
more involved in what’s going on around 
us; as with most things in life, our field is 
what we make of it. 

Okay, I know I’ve said a lot and I 
apologize for the length of my piece 
here. The last bit is that we have another 
ASH quarterly meeting coming up on 
Saturday, November 7th at Sonora 
Quest in Tempe, and our annual summer 
symposium will likely be held July 22nd, 
23rd, and 24th in 2016; please pencil 
these in and look for more details to 
come, and I hope to see you all at our 
next meeting. 

Kind Regards, 

Kate Bolt 

ASH President
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Arizona Society for Histotechnologists 

Meeting Minutes 

September 23, 2015 

Opening 
The quarterly meeting of the Arizona Society for Histotechnologists was called to order on September 23, 2015 in Tucson, 
AZ by Kate Bolt. 

Roster Summary 

 Total # 2015 Q1 Quarterly Attendees:        51    

 Total # 2015 Spring Quarterly Attendees:        44 

 Total # 2015 Summer Quarterly Attendees:        38 

 Current # of Active Memberships:                        81 

Discussion 

 NSH Report- Jane Parr, Region VII Director  

 Treasurer’s Report- Kasper Kasprzyk, Treasurer 

 Membership Report- Antonia Miller, Secretary 

 Presentation of President’s Award- Kate and Kasper 

 Membership and Meeting Terms- Bridget Maryott, VP and Kate 

 Many points discussed as far as length and dates of terms, meeting frequency, meeting and membership formats 

other state societies use, etc. Many compelled to keep current term, many feel quarterly meetings burdensome to 

plan; conversation was concluded without resolution, and will be further defined and explored via email and member 

engagement activities where applicable 

 If membership applications were mailed out, the membership cards will be mailed out.  

New Business 

 Kate added discussion of Pima Community College (PCC) Histotechnology Program, possible restarting  

 Gathered membership feedback on observations of original program, other programs, validity and need of programs, 

community participation and need for workforce 

 Many members stated they felt underprepared coming out of Phoenix College Histotechnology Program 

 Emphasis on resources being available for programs, especially PCC success 

Adjournment 
Meeting was adjourned by Kate Bolt.  

Minutes submitted by: Antonia Miller 
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ASH Autumn Quarterly Meeting 

Saturday, November 7th 

 

Sonora Quest Laboratories 
1255 W. Washington Street 

Tempe, AZ 85281 

 

 

8:00-11:30, Dionne Roberge 

Development and Commercialization of IVD Reagents for IHC  

What are we paying for when we purchase an in-vitro diagnostic (IVD) for clinical use? As consumers, we all want 

to know what we are paying for, and what does it mean for you? What kind of testing does a commercial vendor 

need to perform to market an IVD for use in (IHC)? What information should we expect the vendor to provide? 

The level of design quality used in the development of IHC reagents is a standard that all vendors must achieve, 

but how is it performed? With the rising costs of health care… 

 

11:30-1:00, Lunch Together 

Lunch will be provided for members, so please join us  

 

1:00-4:30, Jason Ramos 

IHC Principles and Troubleshooting 

This thorough review is designed to ensure all students have a concrete understanding of the biological 

principles behind IHC, how commercial IHC reagents are generated, and the implications of that knowledge on 

work in an IHC laboratory.  Recent developments in the field of biology and immunology will be highlighted to 

build on knowledge attendees may already possess.  Additionally, we will spend significant time on IHC 

troubleshooting, understanding where procedures go awry, how to identify a problem, and how to 

systematically go about correcting issues.  All of the topics covered will be tied back to the IHC laboratory to 

improve basic knowledge and IHC skills. 

Sign up at: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044facab23a1fe3-ashautumn 
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Call for Presenters: 2016 Region VII Symposium 

Greetings, 

I would like to put out a formal call-out for presenters for our 2016 Region VII Symposium. I know we have a 
large pool of qualified individuals out there & we would love to learn from and support you. Presenting can be 
very nerve-racking, but it also comes with its benefits. If you are even semi-interested let’s talk. NSH now 
approves workshops as short as one hour. I can also help you get your workshop approved by NSH for CEU’s if 
needed. If this is of no interest to you, how about taking a stab at a scientific poster? The ASH officers will be 
discussing awards for those who dare to participate! 

Thank you so very much for your help, 

Bridget

Bridget Maryott-VP 
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ASH Contact Information 

Arizona Society for Histotechnology Officers  

President Kate Bolt kateboltash@gmail.com  

Vice President Bridget Maryott bmaryottash@gmail.com  

Secretary Antonia Miller alvmillerash@gmail.com  

Treasurer Kasper Kasprzyk kaspersbeasts@gmail.com  

Region VII Director Jane Parr Jane.Parr@ucdenver.edu  

Arizona Society for Histotechnology Website: www.azhistology.net  

About Cutting Lines  

Cutting Lines is published quarterly in Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter for the Arizona Society for 
Histotechnology (ASH). The views expressed in Cutting Lines are those of the authors, and do not 
represent an official position of the Arizona Society for Histotechnology.  

Advertising and Submissions  

Advertising Rates are 
as follows: Ad Size  

Per Quarter  Per Year  

Business Card  $15  $50  

Quarter Page  $25  $90  

Half Page  $50  $190  

Full Page  $75  $285  

   

 

 For advertising, questions, or other submissions, please contact Newsletter Editor Michelle Molina at 
michelle.molina@bannerhealth.com.  

*All submissions from our members are welcome; we want to hear from you! 
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